
Essay Question
Never before in our history have so many forces combined to create risk: war in Ukraine, supply chain shortages, inflation, possible recession, increase in natural disasters, civil unrest, insurrection, misinformation campaigns. pandemic, political division, work environment changes and the list goes on.

As the generation that will be the heirs to the aftermath of the forces facing the world, what do you think is the most threatening (you may choose more than from those listed above or add some to the list)? Where would you start in addressing those risk(s) you cited? Pragmatic solutions encouraged.

Please provide your thoughts in 1,500 words or less (you may expand the space below to complete your essay).


With the increasing industrialization during the past 100 years and consequently, the rising use of fossil fuels and prevalence of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) in our atmosphere, climate change has become an increasingly dangerous issue of the modern world. Climate change is defined by an increase in global temperatures and occurrence of natural disasters, as well as a long-term change in average weather patterns observed for a region. The increase in natural disasters can have severe consequences for communities and ecosystems worldwide. Examples of the dire consequences climate change brings can be seen through increased flooding in coastal regions, higher prices for crops, as well as a drastic increase in natural disaster occurrences. Human activity is one of the major causes of climate change, as greenhouse gas emissions as well as forestry and agriculture practices are main contributors to this problem, so to address it, we will need to change our behavior for the better.
Of course, addressing the entirety of the climate change issue is an unreasonable expectation for just one person or company; it is the combination of collaboration of many major economic and political players in the world plus sustainable practices and resilient infrastructure, which I believe can be the solution. If I were in a position of influence that would allow me to change the practices of millions of businesses, I would adopt a multi-faceted approach to addressing climate change.
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To start, I would pivot time and resources towards an Education and Awareness department. This step is one of the largest and most crucial steps, which is why it is the first. Without proper research on a problem to use to educate others of its severity, it will be impossible to generate the funding and collaboration needed to address climate change on a global scale. After researching climate change, this department will format the information in a simple way so the average person can understand how imperative it is to act on the issue. In order to get the information to the average person, the accessibility of information will have to be considered.
For most developed countries, climate change as well as its causes are addressed during elementary education. However, for those without access to education, it is much more difficult to design a method for education and awareness. My solution is to use social media. Although it can often be used as a tool to spread misinformation and divide populations, I believe platforms like Twitter and TikTok have also proven to have the accessibility and capacity to unify and educate a population unlike any other; because all one needs to access these platforms is a smartphone with an Internet connection, which is not hard to find in today’s world! Additionally, the majority of the audience on these applications is youth, a population that is extremely important for the action of climate change because they are the future leaders of the world. Platforms such as Twitter and TikTok can be extremely useful as well because of their “algorithms” which enable accounts with as little as 0 followers to go “viral” which essentially means hundreds of millions, in some cases even a billion people can watch a posted video. This means that the Education and Awareness department will be able to garner attention without a large budget and preliminary support from key players, which is usually necessary to reach an audience of this size normally.
The next department I would create would be Collaboration and International Relations. This department would oversee monitoring the educational process of the previous step and reaching out to those who express interest in funding or collaborating in any way. Because of the use of social media platforms, these people could be anywhere from large conglomerate companies to stars of the latest movie. The beauty of a


“viral” video is that people will want to be seen by the public reached by the video doing something to help, as that will improve public image, creating an incentive. Along with reaching out to those reached by the education initiative, Collaboration and International Relations will also be responsible to designate presentation roles that will involve speaking at political events and to businesses to create a bond of trust and community.
This will lead to increased funding for research and implementation as well as furthering the network of global contributors. Addressing climate change will require the collaboration of worldwide governments and some of the wealthiest people in the world so a framework will need to be established so that all contributors can be assured that their funds are going towards the group goal and division through miscommunication can be avoided. Finally, this department would be responsible for the advocacy of policy changes internationally, which would be executed through the partnerships created with governments and by relationships created with international ambassadors.
With the funds garnered and policies created through the Collaboration department, the implementation of climate change-reducing practices can start with the Innovation and Mitigation department. The final of the three departments I would create, this department would head the development of new technologies, and more importantly the production and implementation of these new technologies.
Advancements are constantly being made by today’s researchers which could have a significant impact on our greenhouse gas emissions. The problem is most of this research lacks the funding and support to make a difference. The Innovation and Mitigation department would be responsible for sorting through methods and choosing the most practical and efficient ways of reducing our impact on our changing climate and then bringing those methods to life. I believe methods that address forestry practices, agriculture and energy will be the most important advancements needed, as these areas are some of the major contributors to climate change. Constant improvement is always necessary, which is why this department would also be responsible for


monitoring and optimizing the practices put in place. They would also need to keep detailed reports of the successes and failures to ensure constant overall improvement.
When one thinks about addressing the issue of climate change, it almost seems too large a mountain to climb. Solving this issue may not always be a constant motion forwards, as there are always setbacks no matter how prepared one is, but the most important thing is that we are constantly moving forward, even if we take steps back. The most important part of this solution is to gain the support and interest of others, and although I’d like to believe that people will help out of their own concern, the reality is most people will require some sort of incentive to join the network, at least at first. This is why I believe gaining public attention as well as political support is one of the most important elements; corporations and the wealthy 1% will be interested in a cause when their consumers are interested in it (and when they are required to act by law). After public education, gaining an international network of funding and collaboration could be soon to follow, and finally, the eventual implementation of the practices that will change our world. So, addressing the issue of climate change can be a difficult task for one person to take on, however, if we break the issue of climate change down into more simple, pragmatic steps, and if we are able to collaborate for the shared goal of saving the planet we call home, I believe that we can accomplish everything we set out to.
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